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Chancellor's Update
Today I will join the ranks of a happy group, new retirees. June 30 is my last
day as chancellor of the FoothillDe Anza Community College District. After
five years as CEO of this remarkable district, my husband and I are
returning to Arizona, where both our children teach in community colleges.
On Aug. 1, Dr. Judy Miner leaves the presidency of Foothill College to
become the district's next chancellor. I retire knowing that FoothillDe Anza
is in her very capable and experienced hands. Having served as a top
administrator at both our colleges, Judy has a deep understanding and
appreciation of the district and our local communities.
It's a good time to hand over leadership of the district to a new chancellor.
We've survived the worst budget crisis in California history and are looking
at the best budget in many years. Our success with students is unparalleled,
our commitment to student equity and social justice is deep, and our
campuses are attractive and modern. What a great starting point for our
new chancellor!
I know Chancellor Miner will continue to be inspired by the energy and ideals of our students. To understand
why, just read the story, below, about De Anza student Mia Hernandez and her involvement with VIDA, the
newly renamed Vasconcellos Institute for Democracy in Action. The late John Vasconcellos, who
represented Silicon Valley in the state Legislature for many years, was a great supporter of public education,
civic engagement and personal growth. These are values we share.
Education Matters also takes a moment to reflect on the work led by Los Altos Hills resident Kathleen
Santora, whose dynamic leadership of the FoothillDe Anza Foundation Board of Directors has advanced the
foundation's mission: changing student lives by raising and investing funds to support the educational
excellence of Foothill and De Anza colleges. Community support helps the colleges remain as premier
educational institutions offering students from all walks of life the opportunity to achieve their goals.
I hope you enjoy reading Education Matters. Thank you for supporting FoothillDe Anza students over the

years. And thanks for the memories.
Sincerely,

Linda M. Thor, Ed.D., Chancellor

Foundation Board President Leaves a Legacy of
Dynamic Leadership
Kathleen Santora joined the
FoothillDe Anza Foundation
Board of Directors in 2011 and
became its President in 2013. As
she steps down from her role of
President this July, she leaves
behind a legacy of dynamic
leadership as well as a personal
story that demonstrates how
being an engaged community
member can change lives.

Congratulations,
Graduates!

Go to the foundation website to
read the full story here.

De Anza's Institute of Community and Civic
Engagement Becomes VIDA, the Vasconcellos
Institute for Democracy in Action
The mission statement of the
Institute for Community and
Civic Engagement (ICCE) is "to
empower students to be agents
of change in their communities
and beyond." The actions that
take those words into reality
are some of the most exciting
student stories to hear.
Go to the foundation website to
read the full story here.

Whether you earned a
certificate, an associate
degree, or are transferring to
a fouryear university we
wish you the best of luck! Be
sure to stay connected with
the foundation after you
graduate here.

Want to learn more
about the
FoothillDe Anza
Foundation?
Find out:

End of Year Updates
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Foothill and De Anza EOPS Graduation Honors
Student Achievements
The end of spring quarter is a time to celebrate for students all
over campus. Two of these celebrations were held by the Foothill
and De Anza Extended Opportunity Programs and Services

Why We Matter
Not sure what you're looking
for? Check out our homepage
by clicking the button below!

(EOPS) which took time to celebrate its participating students,
along with with their families, friends, faculty, staff and
administrators. The students were full of emotions as they
thanked the EOPS staff as well as their families. Many were
transferring to fouryear institutions pursuing degrees they never
thought they could before connecting with EOPS. Thank you to
all the supportive donors who give to scholarships and book
voucher programs, contributing to the success of such dynamic,
driven students. Congratulations graduates!

#GivingFeeling

SVGives 2015 was held on
May 5, 2015. Contributions from
community members like you
raised more than $11,000 to
support our fantastic Foothill and
De Anza programs. We're grateful
for the leadership from the Silicon
Valley Community Foundation and
for all the support we see, not only
on #givingday, but every day.
Ann Rando with Rando Family Endowed Scholarship
winner Farid Waziri

Raising a Racket
for Men's Tennis
at De Anza

De Anza EOPS students celebrating their graduation and transfer at the EOPS
yearend ceremony.

Chancellor Thor Retires, Community Celebrates
Community members,

The De Anza Men's Tennis
Team with Foothill alumnus,
former professional tennis
player, and current tennis coach
and commentator Brad Gilbert!

On June 6, 2015, a fundraiser
generously sponsored by Lifetime
Tennis was held at the Cupertino
Sports Center. The event raised
more than $12,000 to support an

legislators, staff, faculty and
administrators came together
on Friday June 19 to
celebrate Chancellor Thor
and the legacy she leaves
after five years as Chancellor
of the FoothillDe Anza
Community College District.
Chancellor Thor will be
returning home to Arizona, so
the staff sent her off with a
desert theme that included
chalk cacti along the
Departing chancellor Dr. Linda M. Thor and
walkways and a saguaro
incoming chancellor Dr. Judy C. Miner
cactus balloon sculpture.
Chancellor Thor was honored by Santa Clara County Supervisor
Joe Simitian and the legislative staff from the offices of state
Senators Jim Beall and Jerry Hill and Assemblymembers Rich
Gordon and Evan Low. Foothill College President Judy Miner
and De Anza College President Brian Murphy spoke about her
valuable leadership and how they would miss her. Vice
Chancellors Joe Moreau, Dorene Novotny and Kevin McElroy
also said they would miss Chancellor Thor and that it was an
honor to be able to work with her. For her part, Chancellor Thor
spoke about her pride in the accomplishments of the past five
years and thanked faculty, staff and community members, as well
as the FoothillDe Anza Foundation and the Board of Trustees,
for working with her to continuously improve access and
opportunity for FoothillDe Anza students.

endowment for the De Anza
Men's Tennis Team. Fun was had
by all as community members,
alumni and friends hit the courts
with members of the De Anza
tennis program. The evening also
featured special guest, legendary
tennis pro and Foothill College
alumnus Brad Gilbert, who spoke
about his experience and how
important it is to have competitive
tennis programs available to
players. The overall goal is to
raise $150,000 towards an
endowment that will offset the
costs of running the De Anza
men's tennis program. And thanks
to several generous donors and
the evening's proceeds, $42,000
has been raised. For more
information on De Anza's tennis
program and how you can help,
click here.
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